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Crown Point: Cheerleading Camps

Cheerleading & Mini-Cheerleading Camp will teach the basics of
cheerleading, how to work as a team and allow children to make new
friends! Cheerleading Camp (ages 6-10) will take place M-F, 5-6PM from
June 16-27 & July 14-25 at Collins Park $35R/$45NR per session. Mini-
Cheerleading Camp (ages 4-5) will take place M-E 4-4:45PM from June
16-27 & July 14-25 at Collins Park $25R/$35NR. For more info, contact
(219) 661-2271.

Crown Point: White Sox Baseball Camp

The Chicago White Sox Training Center is offering three different camps for
youth baseball players ages 5-13. In addition to excellent instruction, each
camper receives six ticket vouchers to a White Sox game, a t-shirt, and a hat.
M-E, July 7-11 from 8:30-11AM. $149 (ages 5-6), $205 (ages 7-13). For
more info, contact (219) 661-2271.

Dyer: Kids Garage Sale

We'll be hosting a kids’ garage sale in Walt’s parking lot on Saturday, August
2 from 10AM-1PM. Register with Dyer Parks & Recreation or stop by for
some great deals! $8R/$10NR per space. For more info, contact, (219)
865-2505.

Dyer: Noah’s Ark Workshop

Want to stuff ‘n fluff your own animal? Children, ages 3-9, should join us
on July 11 from 6-7:30PM at Dyer Town Hall for a fun evening of building
their own cuddly stuffed animal! When finished, children can even give the
animal a name and create a customized birth certificate. $20R/$25NR. For
more info, contact, (219) 865-2505.

Hammond: Neighborhood Pool Parties

Hammond residents are invited to the four neighborhood pool parties.
With free pool admission and refreshments, join us for a swimming,
dancing, splashing good time! July 9 at King Pool, July 23 at Hessville Pool,
August 6 at Pulaski Pool & August 13 at Edison Pool; all parties are from
6-8PM, weather permitting. For more info, contact (219) 853-6378.

Hammond: Summer Recreation in Hammond

Free to all Hammond children ages 5-12, children will have a blast in this
day camp setting complete with sports equipment, games and arts and
crafts. Breakfast & lunch provided. 9:30AM-2PM, Monday-Friday from
June 9-August 1. For more info, contact (219) 853-6378.

Michigan City: Father’s Day at the Zoo

Celebrate Father’s Day, Sunday, May 15, at the Michigan City Zoo
with your whole family! All fathers and grandfathers get in free when
accompanied by a paying child. Call (219) 873-1510 for more details.

Michigan City: Kiddie Parade

The Michigan City Kiddie Parade is Saturday, June 21 at I11AM. Children
ages 12 and under are welcome to join the parade! With many categories
for judging, prizes and other fun activities, it’s a day you won’t want to miss!
www.michigancityfestivalsinc.com.

Munster: Touch a Truck

Join us on Friday, June 27 from 9AM-12PM at Munster Community Park
as your children have the opportunity to touch, walk around, look inside
and even climb through a number of Town of Munster vehicles as well as
local business vehicles. For more info, visit www.munster.org.

Munster: Blues, Jazz & Fine Arts Festival
You're invited to two big days filled with blues, jazz music, food, fine arts,

arts and crafts, family activities and environmental projects! Join us on July
12 & 13 from 12-10PM at Munster Town Hall; FREE
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Portage: Countryside Crafts in the Park

Portage Historical Society is sponsoring Crafts in the Park for children
ages 7 and older at Countryside Park on June 21-22. Kids will have the
opportunity to work on a craft project much like kids would have done in
the early 19th century! $5/child For more info, contact (219) 762-1675

Portage: Junior Olympic Skills Competition

On May 10, boys and girls, ages 8-13, have the opportunity to participate
in the Jr. Olympic Skills Competition, a free national skills competition
that provides participants the chance to showcase their athletic abilities in
basketball, soccer, tennis and track and field. Youngsters can participate in
any or all of the individual sports and even advance through local, regional
and national finals. For more information, call (219) 762-1675.

Schererville: Romper Playtime

This camp is designed for children (18 mos.-3 yrs) and their parents to
spend quality time together while making new friends. Enjoy games,
stories & crafts at the park for six weeks. Mondays & Wednesdays, June
9-July 21 from 9-10AM at Redar Park or Tuesdays & Thursdays, June
10-July 17 from 9-10AM at Stephen Park; $42R/$46NR. For more info,
contact (219) 865-5530.

Schererville: Lots of Tots

This program is for boys and girls who are ready to part from mom and
who have been potty-trained. Children can be creative and imaginative
through a variety of crafts, water games and sports during this 8-week
camp. Mondays & Wednesdays, June 9-August 4 from 10:30AM-12PM
at Redar Park or Tuesdays & Thursdays, June 10-July 31 from 10:30AM-
12PM at Stephen Park; $86R/$92NR. For more info, contact (219)
865-5530.

Schererville: Fun-N-Sun

Are you looking for fun and excitement during summer vacation? This
8-week camp will include themes such as Mission Impossible, Christmas
in July, Wild and Wacky Week and much more! This camp also includes
water games, sports, crafts and two field trips. Mondays & Wednesdays,
June 9-August 4 from 1:30-3:30PM at Redar Park or Tuesdays &
Thursdays, June 10-July 31 from 1:30-3:30PM at Stephen Park;
$96R/$102NR. For more info, contact (219) 865-5530.

Valparaiso: Junior Triathlon

Children ages 6-14 are invited to swim, bike and run in Valpo’s first
ever Junior Triathlon on July 19 at 7:30AM, beginning and ending at
Valparaiso High School. Registration fees are $30 before June 27 or $40
before July 11; there is an additional $5 USA Triathlon membership fee.
For more info, contact (219) 462-5144.

Valparaiso: See the Doodlebops & Support OE

Saturday, July 19 — 4:00 PM at Porter County Fair Grandstand.
Opportunity Enterprises (OE) has partnered with the Porter County
Fair to create an amazing opportunity for families to enjoy a fantastic
Doodlebops' show and support OE at the same time. For every
Doodlebops' ticket purchased using OFE’s special Promotional Code
(4463), the Porter County Fair Board will donate 10% of the ticket
price to OE. Tickets may be purchased online at www.portercofair.org/
grand2008.htm. Opportunity Enterprises is a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to promote self-sufficiency and life choices for challenged
individuals.
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m s Choosing the Best One for Your Child
a By Nancy LaPook Diamond, President & Founder of NicheDirectories.com, Publisher of KidsCamps.com

With school out and summer in full bloom, summer camps offer the perfect outlet for a youngster’s pent up energy!
But with so many day and resident camps available, how do you choose the best one for your child? There are ten
important points to consider:

What camp type is best for your child and your child’s interests: day, overnight, specialty, special needs, etc? Narrow your choices based on criteria

such as camp size, age range, camp location, and program structure.

How much is the tuition and what is included? For example, are there extras such as field trips, meals, transportation, uniforms, tips?

What is the camp philosophy? Does that philosophy meet your expectations of what a camp should offer?

Can you speak with the camp director or take a tour of the campground? By speaking with the director and taking a tour, you can get a better sense

of what that particular camp is all about and whether it’s a good fit for you and your child.

How is the staff hired? Are they trained? Are there background checks on everyone that comes in contact with the children?

What is the ratio of camper to counselor? Will you be comfortable leaving your child in the counselor’s care?

What are the safety policies that the camp abides by? What measures does the camp go to in order to keep your child safe?

Can you check references from other parents and campers? There is no better way to attest to the quality of a camp than speaking with people that

have been involved with it before.

Is there a doctor or nurse on-site in case of an emergency? You'll rest easier knowing that there are medical personnel readily available when needed.
. How close to home is the camp? If you're looking for a day camp, you'll want to find somewhere easily accessible, but if your child is interested in an

overnight camp, the camp shouldn’t be too close to home or your child may lose part of the “true camp experience!”

10 find the perfect summer camp for your child, visit wwuw. kidscamps.com. Though the following is just a sampling of summer camps available in
Indiana, there are hundreds to choose from! Theres something for everyone. .. after all, every child deserves a summer at camp!
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What is a summertime activity that you love doing with your kids?
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As the warm embrace
of summer offers
plenty of opportunities
for outdoor fun, there
are some activities
that families hold
especially dear. In this
segment, our readers
share some their
special summertime

77177107765,
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Since both of my children have

to start a family tradition
of celebrating their “half
birthdays” in the summer.
It’s basically a good excuse to
have some summertime fun.
Last year, we packed a picnic
and went to the Dunes.

- Melanie
Crown Point

We love to go for family walks
in the evenings after dinner
(and let our toddler get out of
the stroller and run part of the

way to burn off some energy
before bedtime).

- Lisa
Crown Point

We like to create sidewalk
chalk cities on our driveway.
Complete with roads, stores,
restaurants and houses, we all
take part in creating the city,
and then the kids gather some
toy cars and dollhouse people
and play for hours! It provides
some real quality family time
as we all work together to
build our city.
- Linda
Valparaiso
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{ Our little ones love to have
winter birthdays, we decided |

picnics, so once a week we lay
a blanket out in the backyard
and have a picnic dinner. It’s
nice to spend time together
as a family and enjoy the
beautiful summer weather.

- Kate
Schererville

We love to take our daughter
to Wicker Park in Munster.
They have a great splash pad
and she just loves splashing
in the water and running
through the sprinklers. It’s an
excellent way to cool off on a
hot summer day!

- Nikki

Munster

Last spent a
great day in Michigan City.
We were able to visit the
Michigan City Zoo and the
lakefront/beach and do some
shopping at the Lighthouse
Outlet Stores all in one day.

summer we

- Allison
Dyer

{ One thing we enjoy each
{ summer is picking blueberries.

Our son really enjoys picking,
eating, and throwing the
blueberries during the couple
of hours we are there. Each
year as summer begins he
wants to know when we are
going to pick blueberries.

- Dave
Crown Point

We love taking our daughter
to Millennium Park in
downtown Chicago. She loves
splashing around in the water.
There are always free activities
going on at the park as well.

- Allison

Crown Point

WE LOVE
HEARING
FROMYOU

If you have comments about onr next Speak Up! topic “What homework technigue works best for
your child?” please write to Lisa Riffle at essentialpublishing, 772 Lincolmway, 1 alparaiso, IN
46383, or e-mail at lriffl@essentialpubs.com. Please include your name & city.



MOMS Club

MOMS Club is “a support group designed
just for you, the at-home mother of today!
You are interested in the world around you,
want a variety of activities for you and your
children and are proud of your choice of
at-home mothering for your families! We
know, because we're at-home mothers, too!”
For more information,

visit www.momsclub.org.

MOMS Club of Cedar Lake/Lowell
W: www.geocities.com/momsclubcedarlake
E: momsclubclcp@yahoo.com

MOMS Club of Crown Point/Hebron
W: www.geocities.com/momsclubcrownpoint
E: momsclubcrownpoint@yahoo.com

MOMS Club of Dyer/St. John
W: www.geocities.com/momsclubdyerstjohn
E: momsclubdyerstjohn@yahoo.com

MOMS Club of Highland/Griffith/Munster
W: www.geocities.com/momsclubhighland
E: momsclubhighland@yahoo.com

MOMS Club of Schererville
W: www.geocities.com/momsclubschererville
E: momsclubschererville@yahoo.com

MOMS Club of Valparaiso
W: www.geocities.com/momsclubvalpo
E: momsclubvalpo@yahoo.com

Meetup

Meetup is world’s largest network of
self-organized clubs and community
groups. You can meet local moms,
talk about your kids and have fun!
Meetup is the perfect place to join
or create your own playgroup, find
advice, give support and make new
friends! www.moms.meetup.com

FUN + ENTERTAINMENT

Mother of Preschoolers

(MOPS)
Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) is an
international and non-denominational
group designed for mothers with children
kindergarten-age and under. At each
meeting, a loving, quality child-care
program is offered while the moms enjoy
fellowship, discussion time, and a creative
activity. The mothers are of different ages
and backgrounds who all share a similar
desire... to be the very best moms they can

be!

Bethel Baptist Church
10202 Broadway
Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 663-9200

www.bethelweb.org

Crossroads Community Church
1538 Janice Drive

Schererville, IN 46375

(219) 322-6400
info@aboutccc.com
www.aboutccc.com

Lake Hills Baptist Church

9209 W 85th Avenue

Schererville, IN 46375

(219) 365-4747
mikeandcindypoulsen@yahoo.com
www.lakehillsbaptist.com

Faith Reformed Church
100 E 81st Avenue

Dyer, IN 46311

(219) 864-0300
info@faithchurchonline.org
www.faithchurchonline.org

Valparaiso Nazarene Church
2702 E Glendale Blvd
Valparaiso, IN 46383

(219) 462-2751
pama@valponaz.org
www.valponaz.org

www.childrensessentials.com

Mothers & More

Mothers & More is “a non-profit
organization dedicated to improving

the lives of mothers through support,
education and advocacy. We address
mothers’ needs as individuals and
members of society and promote the value
of all the work mothers do."
www.mothersandmore.org

Porter County Chapter
www.geocities.com/mothersandmore_
portercounty_in

Meetings take place on the first
Thursday of each month at the
Valparaiso Library at 7:00PM.
Location sometimes changes.
For more information, contact
Kellie at (219) 764-3697 or

infomothersandmore@yahoo.com.

Tri-Town Chapter (Dyer/St. John/
Schererville)

www.mothersandmoretritown.org

Meetings are on the first Thursday
of each month at the St. John
Community Center at 7:30PM.

For more information, contact
tritownmothersandmore@gmail.com

Matching Moms

Matching Moms is a website designed
for mothers who want to meet other
moms in the area for friendship,
support and playgroups. Once you
become a member, you can chat with
other mothers, find area playgroups
and share stories regarding the ups and
downs of motherhood.
www.matchingmoms.org

If your playgroup would like to be included in our directory, please submit a detailed description and
contact information to Iriffle@essentialpubs.com.
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alphabetical

Albanese Candy Factory
All About Kids

Allergy Asthma Care, PC. ...cccvvrieviiicinees pg.

Bethel Church & Ministries
Bistro 157

Braces for All Ages
Breakthrough Podiatry
Butterfly Kisses

Centier Bank

Coolman Communities
Dawn Collins Century 21 Executive Realty
Designer Desserts

Direct Buy

dlux. Personal Training

Dr. Kurt Wiese

Dupont Motors

East Wind Acupuncture
Eco Water Systems

Endecca Painting

Fair Oaks Farms

Forest Ridge Academy
Gary's South Shore Air Show
Griegers

Harris Bank

Hesston Steam Museum
Integrated Chiropractic Rehab
John Giolas Photography
Jump Central

Jump! Zone

Karate For Kids
Kindermusik

Lakeshore Kids

Landscape Illumination
Levin Eye Care Center
LoLo Dolls

Montessori Children's Schoolhouse
New Vision

Noah's Ark

NWI Suzuki Conservatory
Orthopaedic Pediatric & Spine Institute
Patti’s All American

Pigtails & Crewcuts

Porter Hospital

Purdue University Calumet

Quality Floors

RSVP a fine paperié

Sagamore

Samantha Uphold Photography

Service Doctor

Simply Amazing Market

Smarti Pants Toyz

Smiles By Arnold

South Lake Women's Health

Spike & Buddy's

State Farm Insurance

Strongbow Inn

Sweet Peas Baby Boutique

Taltree Arboretum & Gardens

The Birth Day Place at St. Anthony Memorial

The Birth Place at St. Anthony's

The Children’s Dental Center

The Painted Penguin

The Radisson . 98,100
.92
. 101
.74

Wee Care Therapy

Xorco Home Automation
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DUPONT.
MOTORS

Luxury made affordable.

BMW < FERRART - PORSCHE « LEXUS - FERRARI - ASTON MARTIN - MERCEDES

8130 East Colorado Street | Hobart | 219.942.8300 | www.dupontmotorsinc.com



